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FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


CHRISTIANITY versus ORTHODOXY. 

The immoral tendency of the doctrine of equal and im- 
partial grace is the most ready assertion, and the easiest 
used as an apology for want of better argument against it. 
We have seen it lately from the pen of a person whom 
modesty ought to keep silent; and it is bandied round by 
the more ignorant, with as much effrontery, as if the fact 
If such be the fact, and if its 
notoriety be so palpable, it is passing strange that no di- 


Were put beyond dispute. 


rect testimony has been adduced for its support. 

In a late number of the Inquirer I endeavored to show, 
by orthodox testimony, that, if licentiousness be not induced 
by their own principles, professors, high in their ranks, are 
very immoral. In this number, purpose to add to the list 
there made, and to strengthen the proposition, that the bal- 
ance of immorality is on the side of the orthodox. 

The following extract is from the Religious Remem- 
brancer, an orthodox paper, printed at Philadelphia. 


“We have not observed them staggering to the house of 
God, it is true, but their countenance and coufused speech 
even on the Lord’s day, have testified that whatever may 
have been the tate of their Bible, their bottle has not been 
forgotten. 


“There are others, who if not actually guilty of frandu- 


“ 


piece alluded to, closes with the following sweeping declar- 
ation; 


“We believe that the spirit of our remarks is applica- 
ble to al/ the churches, and its letter to most of them. Be 
this as it may, we feel that we have done no more than 
our duty, and to God we commit this effort to promote the 
interests of his Kingdom.” 


For the truth of these declarations ] am not responsible. 
The authority on which they are founded is before the 
public. 

The following paragraphs are from the Witness, a Bape 
tist periodical publication, issued at Boston within a few 


years. The picture which it presents is not drawn by 


Universalists ; if the shades be sombre, the pencil is ap- 
plied by an orthodox hand. 


“Members of churches, falsely so called, are going to 
hell in crowds.” 


“If « man be sober, decent, pay his way, as it is phrased ; 
be generally considered by the world respectable ;—if he 
bea man of property, and sometimes untie the purse- 
strings for the relief of the sons and daughters of distress 5 
subscribe pretty liberally to any charitable institution. and 
enter achurch, no matter how, whether like a thief or 
robber, or whatever way he gain admittance there; if he 
meet the common claims of society ; keep his books sirait, 
and now and then socially and convivially eutertain his 
neighbours, occasionally inviting his minister and deacons 
—behold the generous, the clever, —behold the godly man ¢ 
yea, if he perform these to the acceptance of the world in 
general, and the world’s church in particular, he may 
langh with impunity at the fundamentals of the christ an 
religion.” 


“What pride, what prejudices, what hypocrisy, does t'.e 
systematic proselyting of mankind engender.” 


After this exhibition of the proftigacy, the deep-rooted 
depravity of the orthodox. with what grace do our oppo 
If they 
would urge these instances as exceptions to the piety which 


nents speak of the licentiousness of Universalists ! 


is fostered by the belief of the prevailing systems, what a 





lent conduct in their dealings, at least have the public fin- 
ger pointed at them, as dishonest persons. Some of these; 
Individuals appea’ to make as deliverate preparations for’ 
a tailure as they would for an East-India voyage, and seem) 
to live quite as well after, as before their insolvency. We: 
have known an houest creditor reduced by the extrava- 
gance aod folly of an insolvent debtor, Whose style of liv- 
ing continued to be far above that of the mdividual whom 
he had reduced to poverty, who was notwithstanding per- 
mitted to sit undisturbed at the same communion iable with 
the man thus injured. Cases of this sort are so common, 
that to specify were needless. There is searce a church 
in Philadelphia in which they are not to be found.” 


May those who so liberally bestow the palm of profliga- 
ev on Universalism, read the above, and settle it in their’ 
own minds, whether Universalists are indeed sinners above} 
all who dwell in the light of beaven. 


fearful catalogue of excerpta do they furnish! Bot let 
them in charity extend the rule of exceptions to us, or 
never claim it for themselves, 

But where are their facts of similar character? Do 
they learn by our authority, or by notorious instances of 
profligacy, that the charges which are so frequently rung 
in our ears can be supported ° 


better. 


They donot. They know 
Let the records of our courts, the lisfs of tenants 


‘in the various State prisons, and their own acknowledge- 


ments furnish the answer. 
But they shall not escape by means of their excepted 
eases, Their champion, Rev. Thomas Scott has nailed the 


proposition, that men venture on sin, not merely as profes- 


The writer of the/ sors, but as full believers of the doctrine of endless tor- 
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ments, even while these terrors are wringing their hearts ! 

That these self-accusations are correct, is obvious to ev- 
e’\ careful observer, and every candid one must admit that 
they are so. Facts within the circle of our own knowl- 
edge stamp them with the seal of truth. Known drunk- 
ards, liars, knaves, dehanchees, and abusers of their fam- 
ilies are not merely continued in the communion of ortho- 
dox churches, but continued as public insfructers ; and men 
known to he infamous by the laws of society, are sent out 
ti evangelize the world! Let these stubborn, unyielding 
facts. capable of the most positive proof, and that by the 
testimony of members of their own faith, close the mouths 
vu: those who decry the doctrine of universal grace as licen- 
tious, 

Should this meet the eye of those who fear to have their 
families, domestics, and apprentices attend, for once, a Uni- 
versalist meeting, it is hoped their eyes may be opened to 
the impropriety of permitting them to attend any where. 

MENTOR. 








CTRINAL. 





DO 





FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


A QUESTION. 

It is the opinion of the greater part of the christian 
world, that those, who serve God in this world, are to be 
compensated for so doing in the werld to come. It is also 
the opinion of the same people, that those “who have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb, and are before the throne of God, serving him 
day and night in his temple,” (Rev. vii. 14, 15.) are in that 
world to come, where the obedient and faithful receive 
the r reward for the services of this life. 

But it seems that those who have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb, and conse- 
quently are before the throne of God, are employed in 
serving him day and night. Now my question is, If we 
are to be compensated in the world to come for serving 
Gol here, where are we to be compensated for serving 
him there? [In this world the best of us scarcely serve 
God day or night; and yet it is expected that we shall 
receive an eterna! reward for it in the world to come. 
Whereas, in the world to come, it seems the best of us wi'l 
have to serve God both day and night; this service ought 
certainly to be recompensed with something more than an 
eternal reward. if the partial obedience to God im this 
world is to be recompensed with that which is eternal. | 
pray you brethren, you who profess to believe in what 
you call “the retributions of eternity,” to inform me why 
the services of eternity should not as well be rewarded as 


— — 
FOR THE RELIGIOUS ENQUIKER. 
“SOUL-HUMBLING DOCTRINES OF THE 
CROSS.”’ 

We hear a great deal said of late years about “the soul- 
humbling doctrines of the cross.” And what is meant by 
these soul-humbling doctrines? It is meant that those, 
who believe ina certain set of dogmas, shall be exalted to 
the throne of God, “not for any worth or worthiness in 
themselves, but of God’s distenguishing or electing grace ;” 
while those who do not believe in them, shall be sunk to 
the depths of interminable wo, for the same want of 
“worth or worthiness,” and of God’s reprobating grace ! 

Who 
would not imbibe the spirit of deepest humility, to believe 
himself a favorite of the Almighty, and, by his partiality, 
to be eternally set above his equals? 


Soul-humbling doctrines these in good earnest ! 


Soul-humbling doc- 


trines! yes,and of the cross! 


O what a cross, to be inflat- 
ed and puffed up with the idea of going to heaven, to 
spend the ages of eternity in unsullied bliss, while others, 
just as worthy and good, or rather, just as worthless and 
bad, shall agonize in the billows of quenchless wrath! 
When you see a man engrossing all the privileges of christ- 
ianity, and setting at nought, and trampling under his feet 
all who do not bow to the sceptre of his assumed authori- 
ty; when yon see a man scouting, and scoffing, and spurn- 
ing every idea of equality in the distribution of divine fa- 
vor, then you see one who has embraced what are called 
“the soul-humbling doctrines of the cross.” Let the devo- 
tees of these “soul-humb)ing doctrine” obtain a!) the tem- 
poral authority after which they aspire, and you shall see 
4s many victims of persecution, fire and faggot, as ever 
drenched the earth with their blood during the reign of 


soul-humbling Popery! J. BROOKS. 


—>—— 
FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


BY REQUEST. 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

The late Rev. John Murray, having commenced a short 
tour in the state of Connecticut, it occurred to him that he 
had neglected to answer a letter, which demanded an ear- 
lier reply; he accordingly alighted at a public house, in 
an orthodox village,to discharge the obligation he owed. 
Some one, who knew Mr. Murray, gave immediate in- 
formation to the inhabitants of the place of his arrival, 
and ina few minutes a motley group, with a deacon at 
their head, had collected to see the dreadful Murray, and 
with such potent arguments, as those with which they 
considered themselves well furnished, to put him down, as 


they termed it. They accordingly entered the room 





the services of time; or, if those services are to be reward- 


ed, when is the reward to be meted out. We universal- 


where the venerable man sat writing, apparently without 


attracting his attention. The Ceacon, thinking it time to 


ists are so unlike you in our notions, that we think there commence, put ona sanctimonious, pious-looking aspect 
is a sufficient reward in the service of God, whether herejand exclaimed, without addressing himself to any one in 


or hereafter. 
serve God day ant night in his temple, we think it will be 
the peryection uf hepprness. J. BROOKS. 





Consequently, if we can be brought to particular, “ss there any necessity of being under concern 


and in distress 2” Mr. Murray made noreply. Again the 
deacon exclaimed, “is there any necessity of being under 
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concern and in distress?” By this time Mr. Murray had 
finished writing, and asixed, ‘did you address me, Sir 7” Dea- 
con—I only asked “if there was any necessity of being un 

der concern and in distress?” Mr.M. “Were you ever 
under concern of mind and in distress?” Deacon—4 was. 
M. Did you derive any benefit from it? D. 1 Did. M. 
Then you can readily see there was necessity of it. Why 
really said the deacon, you have brought me to answer my 
own question. This I should always wish to do said M. as 
I find people are generally more fond of their own ideas 


than those of others. Z. F. 
—_—_~>— 
FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


ADMONITORY. 

Mr. Bisbe,—-I enclose the following sentiments on gam- 
ing, from the pen of the celebrated Dr. Rush, little less 
known as a moralist, than as an able philosopher and phy- 
sician. Every professed Universalist, who understands the 
doctrine, will heartily fellowship the spirit of the extract. 

C. 


“Gambling, or gaming, unites the vices of many crimin- 
al and detestable passions ; [tis no more moral than high- 
way robbery, or picking of pockets, from which it differs 
ouly in the cold and unfeeling depravity which covets the 





any sentiment can be of little advantage, when no support 
is given, either by the pen or the purse. Indeed, if a per- 
on feel strong conviction that a certain belief is both true 
and useful, it seems impossible for him to remain uncou- 
cerned about its prevalence, when its spread might cause 
God’s Kingdom to come and his willto be done in the 
hearts of all our race. Let Universalists then manifest 
their faith by their works, and show their engage-iness in 
the cause of unlimited holiness and happiness, by taking 
the most energetic method to diffuse the knowledge of 
God and his salvation over the earth, that those sittimg in 
darkuess may see a great light, and that those in the re- 
gion and shadow of death may be visited by the day-spring 
of Heaven. By such acourse, they will honor God and 
glorify the Redeemer ; enhance the joy of paradise ; ren- 
der their own souls happy ; bless the family of earth, and 
erect a pyramid to their memories that will outlast the 
most durable mausolea, the wre k of the material system, 
and rise in undecaying beauty through the lapse of eternal 
ages. 

The InavireER was commenced on the 10th ef Novem- 
ber, '821, with no brilliant prospect of success, and with 
varying fortune it has continued to the present time. 





goods of another, and never means to return an equivalent 
for its plunder ;—it is worse than useless, for it exacts mon- 


ey without even the pretext of favor or service, or use-' 


fulness ; it operates as a bane to friendship, to industry, 
to generosity, and to justice, as it indiscriminately covets 
the property of others, and habituates the mind to take, 
without gratitude or equivalent, what belongs to another.” 
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PROSPECTUS. 


The fourth volume of the InavirEr being nearly clo- 
sed, we take this opportunity to present our warmest ack- 


nowledgements to our patrons for their continued and effi- 
cient support of our little work, and to solicit their future 


Since it began, other publications of a similar character 
‘have increased, and although they have liberalized the 
public mind and shed the light of truth on the dark and 
uninstructed, they have necessarily limited the circulation 
of the Inquirer, and confined it more particularly to this 
and the adjacent States. However, should the Universal- 
ists of Connecticut give our paper their undivided support, 
they might do something to inculcate the lessous of peace 
and good will which Jesus came to teach and exemplify, 
and strengthen our hands and hearts ina cause, the tri- 
umph of which would burst the chains and gladden the 
souls of an ignorant, rebel and suffering world. 

Should any decline lending their aid, because they are 
constantly blessed with the preaching of universal love, let 
them remember thousands are destitute of a preached gos- 
pel, and perishing for want of instruction, and they will 
certainly feel anxious to relieve their spiritual necessities, 
and to inspire them with confidence in the universal Pa- 
rent. It is earnestly hoped such anunating support will be 
given by this City and State, and by New-England in gen- 
eral, that the object of the Inquirer may be effected, and 
that it may carry light and joy into the dwellings of ignor- 
ance and poverty, sickness and despair, vice and irreligion, 
and bring the sinner to penitence and virtue, by dispiay- 


patronage. As it wasnot commenced for the defence of|ing the love of God in the feelings and conduct of Jesus. 


popular theology, nor the enforcement of mysterious doc- 
trines, it needs the whole aid of the liberal and reflecting 
part of the community, that its circulation may be exten- 
sive, and that it may vindicate the truth and practical 
utility of impartial love in a style of fearless independency. 
This however cannot be done, unless those, who are free to 
think on religious subjects, are also free to express their 
thoughts in frank and decided action. Bare approval ol 


-— ~~ - 
CONDITIONS. 

The Inquirer is published semi-monthly, at $1 per an- 
uum, if paid befor» the reception of the sixth number, or 
$1 50, at the end of the year. 

No subscription will be received for a less term than 
one year; nor will any paper be discontmued till all ar- 
rearazes are paid, ur at the option of the publisher. 


Persons living in distant towus, if they will appoiut an 

























































































































































































































































ASE 
aa v2 
* ? My 
wth ih 
4 oan 
ein f 
nan” Ae 
oh 
LAY 
1% ey a ’ 
we 
rat By ¢ 
4 Bink 
a tel 
1, aa 
gee 
ser af’ 
ae} 
van oY 
Ue 
5 Ue 4 g 
e ¥ 
we ~ 
 / 4 
iA a oA 





ye 


Fuse 
a 


he “ 
~~ 

¥ 7 

Pe 
tg) ; 

os 

mas 4) 
Oy abet 
fat. os 
fiery 

aor oF 
rs Pte 
Mie : ? 
ee 
®, Bi hie 
ey + 

hy a, 
Mite Tage 

bien Se 

Pa yaiaty 

Ri Sa 
Sees 

yh 

be 

Ly ae 
et | 
a 4 
be 


196 


ees = 


RFLIGIOUS 


INQUIRER. 





agent, by forwarding $5, he can receive 6 papers ; and injto the understanding of the youngest capacity, a determin- 


the same ratio for a greater number. 


in cae 


VULGAR ERRORS CORRECTED. 


No self-murderer hath eternal life. —TR ADITION. 

This oft repeated and garbled passage has beeg the 
cause of much grief to the friends and relations of suicides, 
as it has taught them to believe ali such persons are con- 
signed to eternal misery for the very act of self-destruc- 
tion. But in coming to this conclusion, they entirely for- 
get that all men are born under God's wrath and curse, 
that they are liable to all the miseries of this life, to death 
itself, and the pains of hell forever, and that nothing they 
can do, or that can be done for them, will increase their 
total depravity, augment God's wrath against them, or 
render their exposure to eternal damnation greater, or| 
more certain. Did they remember these facts, or search 
tie scriptures to know whether their distress be fowned 
on the explicit averment of Heaven, the incompatibility of 
their notions and their defencelessness by sacred authority 
would distinctly appear; but while they are hoodwinke:! 
on this subject, or receive the crude and monstrous dreains 
of the midnight ages without «xamination, or evidence of 
But were 
it only considered that men cannot murder themselves, that 


their truth, ignorance and misery will continue. 


malice enters into every action that can be Genominated 
murder, the idea attached to suicide would be at once 
yie'ded. Noman ever hated himself, or can perpetrate 
any deed that will evidence settled vengeance against his 
person, character, or property. Actions may be perform- 
ed which will seem to indicate disregard of life and all its 
comforts, but the constitutioa of man vrevents his cherish- 
ing malice again-t himself while reason lasts, and when that 
is zone, it cannot be said that he loves or hates. It 1s there- 
fore plain that self-murder is a misnomer, a gross perver- 
sion of language and truth. 

1 John iii. 15, is probably the text which has been cor- 
rupted to speak the sentiment of ovr motto; on examuina- 
tion however, the difference between them is so obvious 
and great, that we are astonished at the power of craft and 


tradition. The evangelist is proving the life or spirit of 


ation not to ee must be the only reason why the subject is 
not fully comprehended. 

The orthodox, who are the greatest sticklers for the 
damnation of suicides, should no longer contend for the sal- 
vation of their friends, or the members of their churches, 
who commit this act, on the ground of their derangement, 
or their renovation and final perseverance, as this argu- 
ment may be turned against them with much effect. If de- 
irium invariably precede self-destruction in the converted, 
there is every reason to believe it does in all, for the na-« 
ture of man is the same ina!l the race. Should not aliena- 
tion of mind unexceptionably antecede suicide in the reno- 
vated, they must be criminal, and exposed to eternal ruin. 
But should it be urged that they may fall fou!ly, but not 
fatally, as they have been regenerated and must persevere, 
it 1s replied, as the unconverted are totally vile, unable ta 
think a good thought, speak a good word, or performa 
good act, they cannot grow worse, or give either weight or 
certainty to their everlasting doom ; consequently this deed 
in both classes is completely neutralized, as one cannot sin, 
and the other cannot add to its guilt. - 

If it be denied that the renewed can commit suicide, the 
history of man must be totally discredited, and it must be 
zranted that entire vileness has been saved, as the evan- 
zelicals are frequently certain that suicides have gone to 
heaven, 


If those who have been converted from nature’s darkness 
to the light and love of the truth, from the power of sin and 
Satan unto God, from the slavery of iniquity to the liberty 
of righteousness may commit suicide with impunity, what 
gnilt can be charged on the unconverted, if they commit 
the same deed, when they have no means of either know- 
ing, loving, or obeying the truth, or the law of God? Crim- 
inality is justly proportioned to the understanding and 
physical capacity of the delinquent, and when these are 
great, the guilt and punishment are accordingly heavy.— 
But when no ability or means of doing right are possessed, 
what blame can attach, or how can punishment be equita- 
bly inflicted?) When these are the principles on which 
impartial justice is administered, should the unconverted 





christianity to be love, and that whoever is destitute of this 
temper is a murderer, or fosters in his bosom the same feel- 
jag which actuated Cain, and which has governed all the 
murderers of earth. Elis idea is that whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer, and that no murderer Aa/h eternal 
life. or the spirit of Jesus abiding inbim. How ciff-rent 
this is from the common belief, or the imagined scripture 
that is often cited in proof, every one can see. John only 
gays that whoever hates his brother is destitute of gospel 
life, or possessed of a murderous disposition ; tradition af- 
firms that each suicide shall be excluded from heaven, or 
that no one who takes his own life shall be ha») y in a tu- 
ture state. The seripture ther-fore cannot be made to 
sup ort an opinion which it has been corrupted to favor. 


When the poiat is readered thus clear, and brought dowa 


deserve eternal damnation for the commission of suicide, 
| what punishment would equal the guilt of the renovated, 
should they commit ihe same act? or how can hope be en- 
tertained for those who have sinned against light and love, 
the judgments and mercies of God, when those, who hiave 
had none of these restraints, but who have been impelled 
iby inborn corruption to the perpetration of every deed, are 
doomed to eternal fire, for acts they could neither modify, 
retard, nor prevent? 


—p>— 


QUESTIONS. 
The following inquiries are seriously urged for the con- 
sideration of all the candid. If Calvinism be true, or if 
God ordained part of our race to eternal bliss, and passed 


by the rest, orda:ming them to eternal wrath for the exhibi- 
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tion and praise of his vindictive justice, what provision has 
he made for their salvation, or how can he sincere'y preach 
the gospeltothem? After this plain statement of the 
case it will not do to say the perdition of the non-elect de- 
pends on them, for if the ordination of Heaven do not ren- 
der events certain, they must forever remain problemati- 
cal. If by ordaining the unelected to eternal ruin God 
have not done all he could to insure their misery and ren- 
der it perpetual, it is asked what more he can do, that will 
evidence greater strength of purpose, or more ardent de- 
sire for their endless damnation? If God have given proof 
of his almighty and interminable hatred of the reprobate, 
how can they have a more bitter enemy than he is, or a 
friend that will do them any good? As they come into 
life under the wrath and curse of an omnipotent adversa- 
ry, without a friend in the universe who can render them 
the least service, and with the certain prospect of welter- 
ing eternally in a lake of fire and brimstone, what can ren- 
der their condition more awful, or their existence a heav- 
ier curse? Should a rational and satisfactory reply be 
given to these questions, it will be most gratefully received 
by the writer of this article, who has long sought for the 
truth, and who would gladly accept it from any quarter. 


——— 
OM NISCIENCE. 


Our Arminian friends are solicited to give some infor- 
mation on the following questions, concerning which they 
have said much, but in such a vague and inueterminate 
manner, that no distinct idea can be formed of their belief. 


Does the knowledge of God settle the order, character 


and result of allevents, or when he knows certain events 
If God's 
will occur do not render 


wil occur, can others happenin their room? 
eertain knowledge that events 
their occurrence unavoidable, 


futurity better than ours, or in what respect is it distin- 


guished from it? but if his omniscience render al} events 
within the compass of his vision absolutely certain, how 
If God's knowl- 


could a decree alter the state of things? 


edge of what will be, leave all events contingent, or unde 


the control of human caprice, how can he foretell events 


four thousand years before they occur, without the least 


mistake? 


—>—_ 


how is his knowledge of 
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UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION i 
FOR 1825. 4 


The Convention met according to adjournment at Hart- 
land, Vt. an the 19th of Sept. opened the session by prayer, 
organized the council, admitted the Universalist societies 
in Royalton Vt. Piermont N. H. Richmond N. H. Ran- 
dolph Vt. Saratoga Springs N. Y. and W oodstock Vt. in- 
to the fellowship of the Convention, installed the Rey. 





Robert Bartlett over the church and society in Hartland, 
‘appointed a committee to deliberate on the expediency of 
forming a Charatable Society, for the purpose of raising a 
fund for the relief of widows and orphans of deceased 
brethren in the ministry, who my be left in indigent cir- 
cumstances,’ consisting of Brs. H. Ballou, P. Dean, S. 
Streeter, D. Ballou and R. Bartlett; appointed commit- 
tees to visit the several Associations in fellowship with the 
Convention, heard five discourses, ordained Urs. Wim. Bell 
and M. B. Ballou, granted letters of fellowship to t'r 


3. 
Orestes A. Brownson, James H. Bugbee, Zenas Thompson, 
Josiah Gilman and Ezekiel Vose, approved the doings of 
the Eastern Association in forming the *Christian Visitant 
Society,’ and concluded to hold the next session of the 
Conventionin Werutis, Vt. on the third Wednesday and 


Thursday in Sep. 1826. After the ordination services 


overwnann hs. 4 : 
iy 


were completed, the brethren in Hartland having made 
preparations for the celebration of the Lord's supper, the 
symbolical elements were administered by Brs. Dean and 
Streeter, through the assistance of Deacons of different 
churches, to about two hundred participants, in the pres- 
ence of a large assembly of spectators. The number of 
Clerzymen present was 24. Joyous intelligence was re- 


ceived from various quarters concerning the spread, influ- 


— 
— 


ence and victory of goodness and iruth. Much harmony 


@%, . 
. 


of feeling and unity of opinion prevailed through the ses- 
sion.— The yearly address will be found below. 
GENERAL EPISTLE—i825. 

To the BRETHREN AND FRIENDS “of like precious 
faith,” whithersoever scattered abroad, to whom this brief 
aldress may come—the Ministers and Delegates, compos- 
ing the General Convention of Universalists, for eighteen 
hundred and twenty five, tender christian felicitation and 
benediction :— 


—_: 


a en 
ae? 


You are carnestly invited, fellow believers in the truth 





i> Tur Rev. Apwer Kneecanp has left the Lom- of the late conventional meeting. 
bard-St. Church in Philadelphia, and aecepted the call of humbly aunounced, as having been highly imteresting and 


New-York.—His 


the Universalist Church in Prince-St. 
services in the latter place commenced on the 9th inst. 
euntijines 
I>Governor Wolcott has appointed Thursday, the 24! 


day of Nov. next, to be observed as a day of public and his word, round about us. 
TusnKsGivinGc, Prare and Prayer to ALMIGHTY 


Gop. 
— 
> Erratum in our last—Page 188, 1st column 2d para 
graph, Sth line, for desired read denied, 












as it isin Jesus, to participate with us in the abundant joys 
The occasion may be 


heavenly. ‘The busmess of the Council, which ts record- 
jed in the preceding Minutes, was conducted and finished 
‘ina perfectly harmonious manner. The services of the 
sanctuary were well attended, by a numerous and aiten- 
tive auditory. ‘The divine presence was mantestly in our 
} midst, and the glory of the Lord shone, from his works 
Our hearts were much en- 
couraged by witnessing a more ful) representation of soci- 
jefies, by delegates and letters, than usual; and the ac- 
counts from various directions, were such as to augur well 
for the future prospects of our common cause, The acces- 
sious to the ministry, and to the number of societies al- 
ready in fellowshin with this convention, afford a subject 


for pleasing consideration to all who rejoice at the dissem- 
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RELIGIOUS INQUIRER, 














Ination of light and truth, and the imecrease of good order 
and practical piety. Were it necessary and becoming, we 
might indulge instrains of exultation and rejoiciug. But 
we deem it improper; since none could be essentially ben- 
efited by passionate transports and adventurous flights to 
the starry regions of anticipated triumph. ‘Bestowimg no 
more attention on the past,than what may be use(ul for 
Mutual congratulation and encouragement, let us “leave 
the things which are behind.” and, fixing our eye on the 
main object of religious pursuit, endeavor to be heartily 
united, “and go on to perfection.” The excitement to ex- 
ertions is the same, inall intelligent beimgs, however vari- 
ous the means which are employed for the attainment of 





the desired object. Happiness, in some of its captivating 
forms, is the subject of anticipation. The great questiou! 
then, which should include all minor considerations, and} 
be continually presented in all its length and breadth, be- 
fore the intellectual eye, is, What can be done by human} 
means, aided by divine revelation, to improve the heart and 
meliorate the spiritual condition of man? The doctrine 
which we have embraced, professes to maintain, that God 
will render all men superlatively happy, “in the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times;” and if this be Heaven's 
truth, and we imbibe it in its spirituality and power, it will 
reflect some rays of its meridian splendor, in our believing 
hearts; it will render us measurably happy, and excite to 
new and more vigorous endeavors to impart the same di- 
vine blessing to those who still remain in darkness and 
nubelief 


BeLovep Breturen: if we honestly believe our re- 
ligion to be productive of more real felicity in the present 
world, than any other, should we not manifest a good de- 
sree of zeal and earnestness in propagating and extending 
it?) Other things being equal, there is no apology for 
luke-warmness aud indifference. He that is not for us, 
is against us. Inattention in professors to the sacred inte- 
rests of our cause, carries the inplication to beholders, ei- 
therthat our sentiments are auaworthy of cultivation, or 
that the profession of them is mere emptiness and vanity. 
Let us then, be immediately excited to new and vigilant 
exertions for the promotion of the truth. Let ministers 
and people be heartily united, in forming, supporting, and 
continuing in operation, regular and well governed soci- 
eties, Let the useful ordinances of the gospel be duly 
and statedly observed. Let the preachers of the cross, 
strive to produce serious and devotional meditations in 
iheir hearers; to elevate the tone of moral feeling and im- 
prove the religious sensibility of the heart; exhorting, ad- 
monishing and rebuking, with tearful earnestness, as oc- 
easions may require; while the auditors should possess a 


the stature, of the fulness of Christ.” 
lhe Grace, Mercy and Peace of God, rest on all herein 
addressed, and on all his Israel, “orever. Amen and Amen, 


Per Order, R. STREETER, 





—— 
UNIVERSALISM IN DEATH. 

We insert the following obituary from the Un1vERSAL- 
Ist that our readers may see how faith in God’s unbounded 
love can support in the solemn hour of death, giving seren- 
ity toa heart, which a belief in the eternity of hell tors 
ments might have wring with unutterable despair. When 
instances of tranquil, joyous, triumphant deaths are fre« 
quent among Universalists, and when the orthodox often 
leave the world in a most hopeless state, let them be caus 
tious in condemning our belief as insufficient for the more 
tal hour, when such is not the fact, and when they confess 


the advantage of their faith to be entirely in prospect. If 


the religious views of the evangelicals be superior to ours, 


either in theory or experience, let it be proved, and the 
point shall be yielded ; but they need not fancy we shall 
be convinced by ‘wud declamation, or a decrial of those 


opinions they cannot, or will not refute. Moreover let it 


be remembered, if the opinion entertained at death con- 
cerning any system be unexceptionably correct, all the- 
ories are true, and al) false. 


“Diep, in this town,on the 14th inst. Miss Acnsan 
Munson, daughter of Vr. Wm. Munson, aged about 16, 
She suffered one of the most obstinate diseases that ever af- 
flict our race. Truly might it be said, that the King of ters 
rors approached with tardy but dreadful steps, in the most 
appalling and cruel form, with all his pangs and tortures, 
and mighty elements of woe. But while her lingermg 
and protracted distress awakened the most exquisite feel- 
ings of commisseration in the public mind, she had one un- 
failing comfort, one divine solace that imparted resignation, 
patience, strength and triumph to her victorious mind, 
Notwith-tanding she was young, she had acquired some 
intellectual attainments, and had cherished the social and 
moral virtues. And in spite of the force of popular opins 
ion, she had searched the Revelation of Heaven, and estab- 
lished her faith and confidence in Giod as the benefactor 
and Saviour of all mankind. She would often speak of 





teachable disposition and spirit, endeavoring to profit by! 
all wholsome instructions, “and to adorn the doctrine of| 
God our Saviour in all things.” Let all professors of the! 
smpartial faith in Christ, consider tne mighty influence of; 
personal example, and “be careful to depart from all ini- 
guity.” Let believing parents watch over the morals of 
their children, as with breathless colicitude, lest they fall 
teto those habits in early life, which will not only prevent 
their usefulness, but terminate in wretchedness and dis- 
grace; and may the rising generation receive and cherish 
in their hearts the pure principles of morality and religion, 
that when they may be called to occupy the stations of 
their venerated predecessors, they may emulate and excel 
their virtues, and leave a series of examples, worthy of 
imitation, by unborn millions, who shall next succeed 
them, on the theatre of life. And may kind Heaven in 
mercy grant, that “no root of bitterness may spring up 
among us,” as a christian denomination—that no unfriend- 
tiness may be manifested towards professors of other doc- 
trines—that as our principles are better understood, less 
time may be devoted to argument, and increasing attention 
be paid to experimental ani practical godliness, “till we 





all come inthe unity of the faith and of the knowledge of! 


weethe Son of God, untoa perfect man; wato the measure of 


death with the most tranquil composure, as her final hap- 
py deliverance from the sufferings of frail mortality.— 
Vionths before her death she requested the writer of this 
article to deliver her funeral discourse from Isaiah, liv. 
And altho’ great pains were taken, by the ministers of the 
gospel of everlasting death, to convert her to their senti- 
ments, she remained unshaken, and never for a moment 
doubted the veracity, justice and mercy of her heavenly 
Father. which were a'l engrged inthe restoration of the 
creat kindred Fratern'ty of intelligences to holiness and 
happiness. !once asked her,on an evening when it was 
thought she would not survive the night, if she still belev~ 
ed in the final salvation of ali men. She answered, “I do 
helieve through the goodness of God, that all will be sav- 
ed.” “You know (said }) it is the opinion of many, that 
this doctrine will do to live by, but not to die- by.” —She 
answered,“I am not accountable for what others think or 
say. lamcertain it will do for meto die by.” Yes, it really 
did answer, it was to her a ground of hope, a fountain of 
living joy,a rich and tright theme of pious meditation, 
which conquered death, and shed upon the last rays of the 
vital lamp, the blissful triumph of immortality. 


Our opnosers say their doctrine is trae, becanse they do 
not renounce it atdeath. How amply might we prove 
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ba ne 
our doctrine in toat same way; but as we have much bet- 
ter »roof “the law and the testimony,” we will make no 
farther use of this, than to show from facts that the doc- 
trine of all God’s holy Prophets, will even do tu die by as 
well as to live by. 


What think you reader? Do you'elieve there was in 
ereation a man that trembled and groaved on his death bed, 
because he really feared that all mankind would be happy 
in heaven? No, you must see it is because they fear that 
it will not be so, that they tremble and shake, and of 
course, it 18 not unirversa ism which ever brings despair up- 
on the soul but the want of it. L. C. TODD.” 

Salisbury, August 25th, 1825. 


_—=>— 


MISSIONS IN THF RUSSIAN EMPIRE. 
Extract of a letter from St. Petersburgh. 


The Scotch Viissionaries, who some years ago obtained 
the Empcror’s permission to establish themselves in the 
Crimea, in the provinces of the Caucasus, the government 
o! Astracan and Georgia, for the purpose of undertaking 
the conversion of the numerous tribes attached to Pagan- 
ism. which mhabit those countries, have renounced their 
projects. All those missions have discontinued their apos- 
tolical labours; and their chief, the celebrated missionary, 
Caruthers, has already passed through this capital to em- 
bark at Cronstadt. and return to Scotland.” 


A late account states that the Emperor «f Russia has 
forbidden the labors of these Missionaries, and that it is in 
consequence of this prohibition that they have left their 
stations to return to their own country. 


a 


ORTHODOX DISSENSION, 








which he formeily possessed ; to which we shall give pub- 
lication as soon as convenient.—Christian Int. 
—-—- 
AN APOLOGUE. 
In the course of my pilgrimage I encountered a cold and 
unspairing storm, during which, a gentleman seemg my 
distressed condition, inces-antly called me to enter his 
dwelling, and enjoy the benefit of his fire, and the reiresh- 
ment of his plentiful board. Feeling confident of his sin- 
cerity from the tone of his voice aud his every gesture, T 
attempted to enter the door, but he shut it in my face, and 
I found it locked, barred and bolted against me by his di- 
rection, and heard those within laugh at my wretched and 
freezing situation, and rejoice that my disappointment had 
rendered it w rse. On returning to my native land from 
this region of duplicity and barbarism, I was told the peo~ 
ple who deceived me were very religious, and that they 
had faithfully imitated the God in whom they believed! 
O merciful Jehovah, convert this people from inhumanity 
and dissimulation to the purity and truth of thy character. 
—_>—_ 


PURITANICAL JUSTICE IN 1651. 


In Hutchinson’s history of the Massachusetts, it is said 
that in 1631, the freemen resolved to choose governor, 
deputy and assistants ; and made an order that, for time t@ 
come, none should be admitted to the freedom of the body 
politic, but such as were church members. To this the 
following note is added : 


“None may now be freeman of that company, unless he 
be a church member among them. None have voice ia 
elections of governor, deputy and assistants, pone are to be 
magistrates, officers or jurymen, grand or petil, but free- 
men. ‘The ministers give their votes in all elections ef 
magistrates. Now the most of the persons at New Eng- 





_ “What has the American Jews Society dune since its 
formation? It has been some years in operation,—it has 
employed agents, who have been as persevering and as 
faithful as any others—it has appealed to the m:st sancti 
fied and holy motives that ever warmed the Christian’s 
heart, and has collected thousands and thousands of dol- 
Jars.—and I ask what has it done? [have heard much 
talk and seen much written about colonizing European 
Jews—about purchasing lands on which they may setile— 
about opening a receptacle for them on these shores—and 
that a few have erossed the Atlantic: but with all the 
funds collected, what has been done? ‘The few Jews in 
this country refuse to occupy the farms whick have been 


hired ; [two have at length consented ;] nor do I wonder 


at it much, for] always understood that a Jew would live 
by trading not by farming. |! wish, Mes-rs. Editors, that 
some one would make outa full view of the receipts ani 
expenditures of the Jews Society from the commencement 
of its operations, that we may know how much has been 
contributed, how much has been expended for agencies 
and in other ways, how much remains 'n the treasury, and 
how much has hitherto been done. 
or to give 20,000 dollars for the conversion of the Jews, 
and quite another thing to use it ina manner calculated to 
bring them to repentance, and save their souls from death. 
I find there are many who consider the project of colon:z- 
ing converted Jews at best an experiment—and one too of 
very doubtful utility.".—-Boston Recorder. 
— j—— 


CONVERSION IN THE MINISTRY. 


We are happy to annouce to our brethren and to the 
public, that Elder Samuel Hutchinson, of Buckfield, (Me.) 
an approved laborer in the ministry, whose praise has long 
been in the Christian and Freewill Baptist Churches of this 
State and elsewhere, has openly avowed the doctrine of 
impartial Grace and Salvation, and has furnished us witi 
an interesting manuseript, containing the outhnes of hi: 
trials, travels and discoveries in the profession of the faith 


land are not admitted of their church, and therefore are 
inot freemen, and when they come to be tried there, be it 
lfor life or limb, name or estate, or whatsoever, they must 
ro tried and jucged too by those of the chureh who are in 
ja sort their adversaries. How equal that hath been or 
imay be, some by experience do know, others may judge.— 
| Lechford.” 

“The ministers were to certify, that the candidates for 
freedom were of orthodox principles, and oi good lives 
and conversaticns.” 

—— 
Vox popuri, vox Det. 

Universalists are frequently reminded that their religion 
is unpopuler, that the voice of the learned and noble is 
against them and that of consequence their faith is un- 
sound ; but did those who urge this objection fully consider 
the history of Christ and his apostles, they would at onee 


discover that this argument would disprove christianity 


It is one thing to beg|#nd show its founder to be an impostor, or that it is sheer 


-ophistry, and fitted to deceive only the bigoted and the 


aureflecting. Perhaps the followimg anecdote will better 


llustrate our idea than the most ingenious reasoning, or 
the most pertinent reference to history. 


John Wesley in a considerable party, had been maintain 
ug With great positiveness the doctrine of Vor popult, vea 
Det, agaist his sister, whose talents were not unworthy oj 
the family to which she belonged. Finding himselfa little 
vurzied to maintain his thesis, notwithstanding the logic 
he had learned at Cambridge, the preacher, to put an end 
to the controversy, put his argument into the shape of a 

icfum, and said, “I tell you, sister, the veice of the people 
Is the voice of God.”—*Yes, (replied his sister, mildly.) 


it cried. CRUCIFY HIM. cructF¥Y HIM!” A better refuta 





tion of the absurd doctrme was perhaps never given 
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Se SS 


POETRY, 


JOG Ota kk aR a RR ak ak ok ak ok ak ak ak ale dea ak 
“Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord.” ¥ 


The following elegant effusion is extracted from an inter- 
esting little volume, entitled “Greenland and other Po- 
ems, by James Montgomery.” 


HOPE. 


Imilated from the Italian of Serafino Aquiano. 


HOPE, unyielding to Despair, 
Springs forever fresh and fair; 
furth’s serenest prospects fly, 
Hope’s enchantmeuts never die, 


At Fortune’s frown, in evil hour, 
Tirough honor, wealth, and friends depart, 
She cannot drive, with all her power; 
This lonely solace from the heart: 
And while /A7s the soul sustains, 
Yortnne still unchane’d remains; 
Wheresoe’er her wheel she guides, 
Hope upon the circle rides. 


The Syrens, deep in ocean's caves, 
Sing while abroad the tempests roar, 
Expecting soon the frantic waves 
To ripple on a smiling shore : 
in the whirlwind, o’er the spray, 
They behold the halcyon play ; 
And through midnight clouds afar, 
lope lights up the morning star. 


This pledge of bliss in future years, 
Makes smooth and easy every toil; 
"The swain, who sows the waste in tears, 
fn fancy reaps a teeming soil ; 

What though mildew blicht his joy, 

Frost or flood his crops destroy, 

War compe! his feet to roam, 

Hope still carols Harvest Home ! 


The monarch exiled from his realm 
Ihe slave in fetters at the oar, 
The seamen sinking by the helm, 
The captive on his dungeon floor : 
All through perl, pain and death, 
Fondly cling to parting breath; 
Glory, freedom, power, are past, 
But the dream of Flope will last. 


? 


Weary and faint, with sickness worn, 
Blind, lame, and deaf, aud bent with age, 
{Sy man the load of life is borne 
lo his last step of pilgrimage : 
Though the branch no longer shoot, 
Vigor lingers at the root. 
And in winter’s drearest day, 
Hope foretells returning May. 


When wrung with guilt, the wretch would end 


His gloomy days in sudden night, 
Hope comes,an unexpected inend, 





—= ee 





To win hin. back to hated light: 


= “Hold !" she cries; and from his hand, 


Plucks the suicidal brand ; 
“Now await a happier doom, 
“Hope will cheer thee to the tomb.” 


Wheu Virtue droops, as comforts fail, 
And sore afflictions press the mind, 
Sweet Hope prolongs her pleasing tale, 
Till all the world again looks kind : 
Round the good man’s dying bed, 
Were the wreck of Nature spread, 
Hope would set his spirit free, 
Crymg—“Immortality !” 











MARRIED. 


In this city, on the 1}th mst. by the Rev. John Bishe, 
Mir. Leverett W. Bacon to Miss Sarah Watson, both of 
this city. 

In the Universalist Church in this city, onthe Evening 
of the 17th by the Rev. John Bisve, Mr. Samuel Silio- 
way to Miss Catharme Durrie, both of this city. 


In this city, Mr. Alexander H. Pomroy to Miss Eliza 
beth Collins, daughter of Mr. Ebenezer Collins. 


In this town, by the Rev. Dr. Perkins, Mr. Levi Sedg- 
wick, to Miss Lucy Ensign. 

At Farmington, Rev. Horatio N. Brinsmade, of this city, 
to Mrs. Maria S. Tinker 

In Stafford, by Rev. Zelotes Fuller, Mr. Joseph P. Pins 
ney, to Miss Marther Hyde. 


At Springfield, by Rev. Robert Bartlett, Rev. Dotpn- 
US SKINNER, (Editor of the Evangelical Restorationist) 
of Saratoga Springs, N. Y. to Miss Gratia Waker, of 
the former place. 

At Whitesboro.’ (N. Y.) on the 6th ult. by the Rev. Mr. 
Frost. R.N. Morrison, Esq. ( ounsellor at Law, of Utica 
io Miss Caroline Mosely, daughter of Doct. Mosely, of 
the fo: mer place. 











DIED. 


In this city. on the 5th inst. Jonatuan Buus, Esa. aged 
79. For many years a representative of the town in the 
State Legislature, Judge of the County Court, and Judge 
o. Probate. 


in this city, on the Sth inst. Laurelia Ruggles, only 
child of the Rev. John Bisbe, aged 16 months. 


“One adequate support 

Yor the ca‘am.ties of mortal life 
Exists—one on/y ; an assured belief 
That the procession of our fate, howe’er 
Sad or disturbed,#s ordered by a bemg 
Of infinite benevolence and power, 

W hose everlasting purposes embrace 
All aceidents, convert ng them to good.” 


In this city, Mrs. Amelia Elslis, aged 20, wife of Mr. 
Chester Hills; Miss Mary Sloane, aged 44, Mrs. Eaton, 
wiie of Mr. Almandor Eaton; ‘ir. Frederick Audrosy 
aged 71, Miss Julia Porter, aged 16. 

In this town, Mr. William Ballou, aged 47, 


At East Hartford, Miss Jane Alderman, aged 16, daug’« 
tcrot Mr. John Alderman. 

ln Bernardston Mass. on the 28th ult. Jane Center, 
‘laughter of the Rev. John Brooks, aged one year and 

ne months. 


In Stafford, on the 16th ult. Mrs. Lucy, consort of 
ijah Johnson Esq. aged 47. She was a truly amiable 
id affect.on te wile, mother and friend. 


| Ldators in Hartford and Boston are requested to inserf 
the above, 











